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Speaking Points 
 
• The EU has been supporting financially the peace process in NI since 1989. Since 

then it has invested more that €1.3 billion in support of the peace process 
• To be delivered in a way that it was addressing the problems and not used as a 

political vehicle. The EU was perceived as neutral  
• The funds had to go from Brussels to the projects avoiding political controversies. 
• How to do so? Enabling people on the ground. This gave birth to the District 

Partnerships, which subsequently became the Local Strategic Partnerships (LSP) 
in Northern Ireland and the County Council Task Forces in the border regions of 
Ireland. 

• Partnerships created to deliver measures under the PEACE programme. They 
consist of council representatives, representatives from the voluntary/community 
sector and other interests such as business, trade unions and local statutory 
agencies 

• They came up with the actions plans to address the problems faced on the 
ground. Problems of social integration as well as economic development 

• Because of this bottom up approach the Programme it gave to the people a sense 
of ownership and it produce results.  

• This confirms what is mentioned in the Opinion of the CoR that the people and 
local communities suffer as a result of the failure of the highest levels of 
governance to initiate dialogue in order to resolve problems constructively with a 
view to restoring stability. (§ 10) It also confirms that local authorities are best 
placed to determine and address the citizen's needs both preventively and in post 
conflict situations (§ 22). 

• As a matter of fact the LSPs performed so well that with time their roles have 
increased. It proves that local authorities, closer to the ground are very effective 

• This empowerment of the local authorities through the EU support was intended. 
Further enhanced by the results they have produced. 

• NI has accumulated on the way a wealth of experience in moving away from 
conflict and enabling people to leave peacefully together (social integration) and 
revitalising the deprived areas (economic regeneration). Problems faced by any 
post-conflict situation but also by towns with large numbers of immigrants who are 
not integrated. 

• As the CoR opinion underlines, it is important to make use of EU's experience and 
the implementation of PEACE programme certainly demonstrates how the local 
authorities are best placed to promote peace and reconciliation and social 
inclusion. 

• PEACE network is an example of cross border co-operation in sharing experience 
with other regions facing similar problems both within the EU and beyond.   

• Encourage local authorities to participate in this network. They can become center 
stage to this 

• Concluding, the testimonies we heard today as well as the experience in NI 
confirm the opinion of the CoR Report about the important role that local 
authorities can play and do play in the field of City Diplomacy: building measures 
of confidence. 


